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cook, write, sew and sleep at 40 to 50 below zero. But when, later in the year, warmer days came, 10 below zero up to zero or a little higher seemed a paradise of comfort and luxury. At home we think a room cold if the temperature within it falls below 60 or 70; and freezing weather, 25 to 82, is very cold. But with sledging parties anything better than 5 or 10 below is line, even in the kitchen, the library, the dining-room and the bedchamber!
So I had reckoned it all out that we should save far more of physical strength and effectiveness by having a fairly comfortable tent in which to live than it would cost us in energy to haul the small quantity of fuel required to warm the tent during the coldest weather. 1. also calculated that the motor-sledge of light weight would be more efficient than dogs, though the plan was to use clogs as well as motor-vehicles. But other plans eventually took the place of these interesting suggestions.
I had never lost sight of the air as a royal road. Confidence in the ordinary balloon, without engine or rudder, a mere toy of the winds, was at low ebb after Andree's tragedy, though it is not at all improbable another attempt of the same sort might have had a more fortunate outcome.
But in the autumn of 1905, while at the Portsmouth Peace Conference, my attention was